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Dubai American Academy

A GEMS MANAGED SCHOOL



                          

Syllabus
IB Spanish AB Initio, Year 1
Nombre ________________________

	Instructor
	Profesora Jennifer Crick, HS Room 41


	Prerequisite
	None.   Ab initio is a language course designed to be followed over two years by students who have no previous experience of learning the target language.



	Content
	The main focus of this course is on the acquisition of language required for purposes and situations usual in everyday social interaction. The ab initio course aims to develop a variety of linguistic skills, and a basic awareness of the culture(s) using the language.  During class, students are expected to participate in activities, practices, and discussions when appropriate and to the best of their ability in a positive manner.  You are also expected to SPEAK IN SPANISH FOR THE ENTIRE TIME—you only get better with effort!



	Themes
	The Individual and Society:
Grade 11
	Topics: personal identification, family, relationships, physical appearance, character, daily routine, education, food and drink, types of accommodation, life at home, household tasks, invitations, celebrations, shopping...



	
	Leisure and

Work:
Grade 11
	Topics: Professions, leisure activities, holidays, customs, popular media, sports, technology, transport



	
	Urban and Rural Environment:
Grade 11
	Topics: weather, seasons, countries and regions, neighborhood shops, goods, town services, public transport...



	
	Individual and Society:
Grade 12
	Topics: meals in a restaurant, university goals, physical health, lifestyle, emergencies...



	
	Leisure and Work: 
Grade 12
	Topics: job applications, salaries, the arts, holiday arrangements, road signs and transport, regional foods, news reports, internet relationships...



	
	Urban and Rural Environment:
Grade 12
	Topics: environmental concerns, environmental responsibility, global issues, geographical features, natural catastrophes




	Textbook
	Nuevo Ven 1, class set
En Marcha A1 & A2


	Materials
	2-ring binder and loose-leaf paper
4 dividers: Español, Calentamientos, Apuntes, Tarea
Black or blue pens.  Pens are required for graded work.

Spanish/English dictionary

Workbook: En Marcha 1



	Late Policy
	Homework may be collected and marked each class. It is the student’s responsibility to complete all assignments and projects on time. Assignments and homework must be handed in on the due date or a mark of 50% will be given. If a student requires an extension for an assignment or project, they must request it at least one day before the due date or it will not be granted.



	Grade Distribution
	Examenes o Proyectos (Major grades):

20 %



Pruebas (Quizzes): 



20 %



Tarea (Homework & Reports)


20 %
Actividades Diarias (Daily Grades)


40 %


                                                                          Total x 80 %
Examen (End-of semester Exam)


20 %


Important School Polices
 
Attendance Requirements
Please refer to the High School Student Handbook. 


Tardies to School/Class
Please refer to the High School Student Handbook. 
 
 
Absence for Exams/Tests/Quizzes
For pre-planned absences, students must arrange with the teacher for an alternate time to take the assessment. Otherwise the assessment must be taken within the week after the student returns to school.
Academic Honesty and Consequences
Please refer to High School Handbook. 

Please note: Online translators (i.e. search for phrases or sentences) are not acceptable. Use of dictionaries (ie search for individual words) is encouraged.
Dubai American Academy Grading Scale
Assessment includes reading, writing, listening comprehension, speaking, homework, class participation, a mid-term exam and a final exam.

A+ 
(98-100%) 4.3




B+
(88-89%) 3.4

A
(93-97%) 4.0




B
(83-87%) 3.0

A-
(90-92%) 3.7




B- 
(80-82%) 2.6

C+
(78-79%) 2.4




D+
(68-69%) 1.4

C
(73-77%) 2.0




D 
(63-67%) 1.0

C-
(70-72%) 1.6




D-
(60-62%) 0.6








F 
(0-59%) 0.0

IB Weighted Grading Scale – Only for IB level assessments
Assessment includes reading, writing, listening comprehension, speaking, and end of semester exam (grade 11 final exam and grade 12 mid-term). 
92 – 100 %         

A+ 


57 – 61 %

C+

79 – 91 %

A


52 – 56 %

C


75 – 78 %

A-


48 – 51 %

C-



71 – 74 %

B+


44 – 47 %

D+

65 – 70 %

B


39 – 43 %

D

62 – 64 %

B-


35 – 38 %

D-







0 – 34 %


F

IB Exams, Senior year:
Internal assessment: Oral component (25%)
Individual oral (25%) : 10 minute interview with the classroom teacher

External assessment: Written component (75%)

Paper 1: Text handling (1½ hours, 30%)
· Text handling exercises based upon four written texts

· A short writing exercise in response to the fourth text

Paper 2: Written production (1 hour, 25%)
· Section A: Short writing task, one of two tasks

· Section B: Extended writing task, one of three tasks

Written Assignment: Cultural reflection (2 hours, 20%)
· Text research of at least two written texts in the target language

· Student compares and/or contrasts the topic to student’s own culture
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